MAKING OF IT WHAT I WILL

What about aword like charity
That rhymeswith trand ucent clarity
Withwordslikeirregularity?

(Try ignoring that word'shilarity.)
Itsobvioustriangularity

With Faith and Hope. The polarity
With greed. Itspopul arity

With the poor. The disparity

Of itsaims. Thesecularity

Of Chrigtianswhowith jocularity
Digmissitsfamiliarity.

Congider itsrarity.
Where'sitsexemplarity?

We opt for barbarity
Withsuchsngularity

That one'sglandul arity
Turnsabiliousperpendicul arity.
(SuchAmericanvernacularity!)

Andal theserhymes(and identities)
inthistome
Likecharity begin (and belong) at home.

—EDMUND CONTI
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THE EXORCIST

Histoolsweresmple

two paring knivesand adrill.
Hesaditmight hurt alittle
but I'd feel alot better
withmy skull ventilated.

Hewore aski mask and brown gloves,
which seemedalittleirregular,

but hisconfidence convinced me.

He gave metwo shotsof whiskey

and went towork.

The operation wasasuccess
andal of theevil spiritsleft,
but now two English sparrows
arebuildinganestinsde

and the noise keeps me awake.

—BOB JOHNSTON
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PASTILLE DAY

Swift Tour de France processionswind
Alongchill mountainspurs,
Parisanssing, red, bump and grind
Beneaththeir tricouleurs,

From Calaisdown to Cannesringsout
Oneshout of civicpraise,

Aseven burghersracked with gout
Croak forthLaMarseillaise,

From oneoldjailhouse cometo grief
Somelong-ago duly,

The French compose asolemn brief
Onhow all goodtimesfly:

Quattorze meansfireworks, champagnes,
Parades, orations, floats,

But Quinze, just pillsfor sundry pains
Andtrochesfor sorethroats.

—DAN CAMPION

TAKING STOCK OF THE ALPHABET?

Algemon bought
Coca-Coladidn't
everyone? Futures

got hedged

inJduly.

Karl liked

Merck, not

Occidentd (parentheticaly
questioning Raytheon).
Sid, the

underachiever, ventured
with Xerox.
Yidd?Zero.

—SONDRA ROSENBERG
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REALPOLITIK
WHEN YOU GO

| wasangry with my friend.

| told him so. It did not end. thecurtainfals
thecandlesticks

So| joined forceswith my foe. the coat racks

| do not trust him. but | know thewindow panes
but no bed springs.

He |l stland by meuntil wewin.
Then!’ll findwaystodo himin. —CLIFFORD PAUL FETTERS

—BRUCE BENNETT

A NOTHER POEM ON SPELLING

May | suggest,
laconicdly,

That phonicisspelled
un-phonicaly?

—ROCKIN' RED
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